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Writing Assignment # 2:

Writing assignment two is related to the service-learning project. The paper must have the following three subsections (titled) and integrate themes from the following required readings located on Canvas:

- James Keenan "Introduction" from The Works of Mercy 

- Dorothy Day, Selected Writings from Works of Mercy 

- Pope Francis, "The Social Dimension of Evangelization" from the Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium 

- Bernard Brady, The Common Good,



DESCRIPTION – please write 2-3 pages (double-spaced) describing the work.  Here are some things to focus on: Describe the Center and the clients and the staff.  Think about picture big/little picture issues here.  How does your work address the needs of individuals, while at the same time advance the common good of society, which is an integral part of the mission of my University?

Some ideas and summary of what I did there: 

- I worked in shifts as shelter helper at St. Paul Higher Ground Shelter of Catholic Charities in downtown St. Paul (please visit their website if more information if needed)
- The staff there usually check their IDs (homeless people who would like to stay in the shelter) and test to see who is using drugs or drunk (the test for knowing whether the person is drunk or not is by blowing air into a device and the device can tell whether the person was drinking or not). 

- there are long line of homeless people, they are waiting outside of a building (these people have no reservation for staying over night). Whoever have a reservation can inter without waiting in the line but should come in before 8 pm. 

- There are basically two separate huge rooms, one for women and the other for men. In these rooms, there are beds for them to sleep and there is also what you can call dining area where they can sit and eat their own food and they can heat up their food if they want by using the microwave offered for them there. 

- I volunteered for 3 times. 
The first time, I worked in the hygiene section. In there, I hand them any hygiene that they request (please see pic below on the write). Some of the stuff is returnable, which they use it and bring it back such as foot powder. As for towel request, I have to take their ID and give them a clean towel until he/she retunes it and give back their ID. 
For the third time I did security check where I inspect the bags of the homeless people. I just search if there is drugs, alcohol, or any type of weapon (such as gun). While wearing gloves, I search their bags by only touching the bag from outside (feeling the stuff in the bag) and opening the bag and looking inside it ( I can’t really put my hands in the bag that much and touch everything). I also did inspection scan if there is any weapon hiding inside their cloth. I used a metal stick scanner which can detect if there is any metal within them (similar to the one used in airports)
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INTEGRATION – please Write 3-4 pages relating the experience to themes (Dorothy Day, Pope Francis, James Keenan, and Bernard Brady).  Be sure to give textual references, be clear, and be specific. 

I will upload the four papers. 

REFLECTION – please Write 2-3 pages of personal reflection on the experience.   Here are some things to focus on: What do you think and feel while you work there?  What are you learning about yourself?  Does this experience confirm or challenge your personal values?  What about your sense of community and sense of service?  Do you think your actions had any impact? How have you or your views on things changed?  What more needs to be done? What would you change in this situation? What are you going to take away from this experience?





The format of the paper should be 12 size font and double spaced.

Thank you
image1.tiff
VOLUNTEER GUIDELINES

1. Please sign the volunteer sign in sheet.
2. Check in with staff for workflow.

3. Always use gloves — even in hygiene area.

4. Please do not pass anything between men’s and
women'’s shelters.

5. When a towel or wash cloth is requested
ALWAYS ask for a HMIS 1.D. card.

6. For safety reasons, please do not share personal

information with clients.

7 Fivase check prices of hygiene items, they are
the hygiene desk.





image2.tiff
£e . TYyglENE W

Tooth Brush .25 cents
Comb .25 cents
peodorant .25 cents
Razor .25 cents
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*Following available

< Soap
¢ Toothpaste
<  Shampoo
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